NOBEL

profound respect for spiritual values. Nobel was very far from
giving any practical expression to the views which some of his less
considered remarks might seem to imply; he was one of the most
liberal supporters of the Swedish Church in Paris, and we have
a highly remarkable letter in his own handwriting which he wrote
to the Swedish pastor in Paris, in 1885, when asked to help a hard
case: " Although I am frequently taken in, I am always glad to
be able to help honest and industrious people out of difficulties
against which they are struggling in vain. Herr B. thinks that
he can manage with 600 francs, but as I know well that insufficient
help is practically the same thing as no help at all, I have increased
the amount to a thousand francs. If only they are some use to
him! Besides, he had a good spokesman, for whom I cherish
the greatest regard, although we seldom meet, to my great loss.
Our religious views differ possibly more in form than in substance,
for we axe both agreed that we should treat our neighbour as we
would be treated by him. Indeed, I go a step further, for I feel
a loathing for myself that I by no means feel for my neighbour.
As fax as my theoretic religious views are concerned, on the other
hand, I admit that they diverge considerably from the regular
path. It is just because these questions are so far beyond our
range that I refuse to recognise their solution by human reason.
In religious matters, to know what one must believe is as impossible
as the squaring of the circle; but to distinguish what one cannot
is by no means beyond the bounds of what is possible. This
boundary I do not cross. Any reflective person must realise that
we are surrounded by an eternal mystery, and this is the basis of
every true religion. What you see through the veil is nothing;
what you believe you see is a matter of individual phantasy, and
should therefore be confined within the limits of the individual
point of view. But I am losing myself in the realms of metaphysics
<instead of, as was my intention, expressing my gratitude for your
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